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NJ State Chapter P.E.O. Sisterhood 

A Virtual Time of Remembrance 
May 1, 2021 

Anne Meyer, Presiding 
 

Musical prelude performed by Rebecca Moore, 
Granddaughter of Barbara Melcher Chapter AB 

 
 
 
 

To Honor You - Connie F. Kiefer Byrd 
To honor you... 
We get up every day and take a breath.  
And start another day without you in it.  
 
To honor you... 
We laugh and love with those who knew your smile  
And the way your eyes twinkled with mischief and secret knowledge. 
 
To honor you... 
We take the time to appreciate everyone we love,  
We know now there is no guarantee of days or hours spent in their presence. 
 
To honor you... 
We listen to music you would have liked,  
And sing at the top of our lungs, with the windows rolled down 
 
To honor you... 
We take chances, say what we feel, hold nothing back,  
Risk making fools of ourselves, dance every dance.  
 
You were our light, our heart, our gift of love, from the very highest source.  
So every day, we vow to make a difference, share a smile, live, laugh and love.  
Now we live for all of us, so all we do,  
 
We do to honor you. 
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The Sisters We Honor Today 

 
Dorothy Leland  Chapter A-B  6/3/2020 

Nancy Salmon   Chapter C  1/24/2021 

Barbara Sarno   Chapter D  11/11/2020 

Regina Albohn   Chapter H  12/24/2020 

Florence Andersen  Chapter H  11/29/2020 

Cecilia “Betty” Gaskill  Chapter W  8/19/2020 

Shirley Weller   Chapter W  5/26/2020 

Judith Loudermilk  Chapter AB  11/2/2020 

Barbara Melcher  Chapter AB  11/25/2020 

Arlene Baker   Chapter AD  7/23/2020 

Betty Thompson  Chapter AE  4/21/2020 

Penny Eynon   Chapter AF  1/21/2021 

Eileen Dunn   Chapter AG  11/29/2020 

Beverly Lindsay  Chapter AH  8/10/2020 

Jane Palmeter   Chapter AI  4/14/2020 

Eleanor Young   Chapter AJ  11/20/2020 

Patricia Johnson  Chapter AK  4/19/2020 

Rose Ann Semanchick  Chapter AL  8/29/2020 

Barbara Gillespie  Chapter AM  11/23/2020 

Elizabeth Hensler  Chapter AM  11/7/2020 

Kathleen Brunette  Chapter AN  12/21/2020 

Marilyn Bucko   Chapter AN  7/14/2020 

Marjorie Ames  Chapter AO  7/23/2020 

Judith Osborne  Chapter AQ  11/28/2020 

Laura Barrett   Chapter AS  6/12/2020 

Jan Gillberg   Chapter AX  11/3/2020 
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DOROTHY LELAND 
CHAPTER A-B, MONTCLAIR 

 
Dorothy Leland was honored at the Fall 2017 Reciprocity meeting as being a 
Silver Sister.  She radiated joy and happiness at having been able to journey 
out from New York City with her son to be recognized.  It was delightful 
because he was the only man at that Rockaway meeting with 170 women.  
Dorothy was initiated on November 4, 1992, where she became an active 
member of New Jersey’s original Chapter A.  She transitioned with all her 
sisters to Chapter A-B on March 3, 2012, to start the first “merged” chapter of 
P.E.O.   While in Chapter A, she was a devoted member, served as President, 
and engaged in all activities.  Then, she moved to New York City to be closer to 
her son, John.  She retained her membership with A-B but also connected with 

a NYC chapter.  She appreciated the kindness and connection with sisters. 
 
Dorothy is remembered for her enthusiasm and willingness to try new things.  She was especially 
good friends with one member who remembers that Dorothy had moved around.  She married Bob 
Leland and they moved first to Mountain Lakes in 1962 and then to other towns in the Montclair 
area.  During her work years, Dorothy worked for the State of New Jersey, in particular with veterans.  
Dorothy and Bob raised three sons: Bob who lives in Oklahoma, John who lives in New York City, and 
Joe who lives in North Carolina.  She was the proud grandmother to five grandchildren.  She always 
maintained her charming smile and love of P.E.O. 
 
Our sister, Dorothy Leland, entered Chapter Eternal June 3, 2020.   
 

NANCY SALMON 
CHAPTER C, SPARTA 

 
Nancy was born July 13, 1936 and raised in Mountain Lakes, New Jersey.  She 
was a graduate of Mountain Lakes High School, where she met her future 
husband, Frederick W. Salmon, and in 1958 earned her BA in Music at Mary 
Washington College in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Nancy and Fred were married 
for 62 years.  
 

A homemaker, Nancy taught kindergarten at the Wilson School in Mountain 
Lakes, New Jersey, 1962-1963, was a Cub Scout Den Mother, and a substitute 
teacher in the Sparta school district for many years.  Friendly and soft-spoken, 
she was always thinking of others, focused on her family, and proud of her 

children and grandchildren.  Nancy was an active member of Chapter C for over 30 years.  She was a 
dedicated Chapter C Historian, creating beautiful scrap books documenting events in both member 
and chapter life.  
Nancy also an active member of the Sparta Presbyterian Church, Sparta Women’s Club, American 
Association of University Women, Sweet Adelines singing group and the Cruiser Club Synchronized 
Swimming group.  In addition to her husband, Nancy is survived by her children David, Carolyn, and 
Kenneth; grandchildren Derek, Christopher, Austin and Lucia.  
 

Our sister, Nancy Salmon, entered Chapter Eternal January 24, 2021. 
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BARBARA SARNO 
CHAPTER D, SHORT HILLS 

 

Barbara Sarno became a member of Chapter D on June 13, 1990 and served as 
President, Vice President and Treasurer during her 30-year membership in the 
chapter. 
Barbara added much to the life of the chapter with her loving disposition and 
flair for living. She loved animals, gardening, gourmet cooking, travel and live 
theater. One of her joys was spending the summer months on Cape Cod with her 
husband, Richard, and their daughters and family.  
To know her was to love and admire her. She remains in our hearts. 
 

Our sister, Barbara Sarno, entered Chapter Eternal November 11, 2020. 
 

REGINA ALBOHN 
CHAPTER H, MORRISTOWN 

 

Regina Albohn was born December 7, 1922.  A 60- year resident of Hanover 
Township, Regina was married to former New Jersey State Assemblyman 
Arthur Albohn and mother of three.  She loved her God, family, town, and 
country.  She was very active in the First Presbyterian Church of Whippany 
and also served as Hanover Township’s chairperson for the American 
Cancer society and volunteered for the American Heart Association and the 
American Red Cross.  She was active in campaign activities and was named 
Woman of the Year by the Denville Republican Club.   
 
She enjoyed cooking and baking and hosted many events in her home.  She 

and her husband traveled extensively.  Regina was a member of P.E.O. chapter H where she served as 
chaplain, guard, and recording secretary.   
 
Our sister, Regina Albohn, entered Chapter Eternal December 24, 2020. 

 
FLORENCE ANDERSEN 

CHAPTER H, MORRISTOWN 
 

Florence Andersen was born on June 5, 1928.  Her parents immigrated to 
America from Norway and settled in Bay Ridge, at that time a predominantly 
Scandinavian section of Brooklyn.  She treasured this heritage and especially 
loved Trinity Lutheran  church with its strong Norwegian congregation. 
Florence grew up in this community.  She married her beloved Milt, also 
from Bay Ridge, in February, 1951. They moved to Whippany, New Jersey 
in1955.  Florence and Milt were happily married for 67 years, until Milt’s 
death in April, 2018. 
 
Together they raised two children, Jean and Tim.  Their family grew to 

include three grandchildren: Christopher, Katharine and Elizabeth and four great-grandchildren, two 
who were born after Florence died.   
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Florence was initiated into Chapter H in 2001.  She served as guard from 2004-2007.  She chaired the 
Program Committee in 2004-2005, and served on the Membership and Reciprocity Committee and 
the Social Committee.  Her shortbread cookies and fruit compote quickly became favorite treats at 
Chapter H social events. 
 
Our sister, Florence Andersen, entered Chapter Eternal November 29, 2020. 
 

CECILIA GASKILL 
CHAPTER W, HADDONFIELD 

 
Cecelia “Betty” E. Gaskill was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, February 8, 1932 
and grew up in Havertown, Pennsylvania. She was educated at Haverford 
High and Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pennsylvania) where she received a 
B.S. in Economics. Betty lived for a time in Fitchburg, Massachusetts and in 
New Jersey for over 50 years before relocating to Pennsylvania to be near 
her daughter.   
She is survived by her daughter, Karen Landis Ferguson and her life partner 
Arthur Blaker, of Perkasie, Pennsylvania; a granddaughter, Lisa Ferguson; 
and five great-grandchildren, Christian, Cayla, Jonathan, Matthew and 
Brayden.  Betty was preceded in death by a son, William H. Landis, in 1996, 
and a grandson, Richard S. Ferguson, in 2016.   

 
Betty worked as a legal secretary for over 10 years in a CPA firm in Moorestown and also worked for 
Haddonfield “Dial-A-Ride.” Betty, an avid reader and Bridge player, loved spending time with family, 
friends, and P.E.O. sisters. She was a long-time member of Haddonfield Methodist Church in 
Haddonfield, New Jersey. 
 
Betty joined P.E.O. because she wanted to belong to a sisterhood type group and her mother (Cecelia 
Paul) was a P.E.O. So, Betty was initiated into her mother’s chapter, O-PA in 1954, spent a year in E-NJ 
(Westfield) and served many years in W-NJ. She served all offices except Treasurer and served on all 
committees. Betty served twice as President of W-NJ, 25 years apart, and her favorite office was 
Corresponding Secretary. Betty supported all P.E.O. projects and was very proud of Cottey College. 
 
Our sister, Betty Gaskill, entered Chapter Eternal on August 19, 2020 due to complications of COVID. 
 
 

SHIRLEY WELLER 
CHAPTER W, HADDONFIELD 

 
Shirley was the beloved wife of the late William Weller and loving mother of 
four sons, Lee (Mary Lou), Craig (Cindi), Gary (Sue), and Curt (Christine) 
Weller.  Shirley was also the caring grandmother of eight and great 
grandmother of eight. 
 
Shirley grew up in Pennsauken and worked in the offices of Lit Brothers 
Department Store in Philadelphia.  She met her husband in 1937 at Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Merchantville where they remained active as 
members and mentors for many years.  Shirley loved to sing, do handiwork 
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and volunteer.  She valued her commitment to being a good Christian mother, grandmother and 
friend. 
 
She joined P.E.O. because her mother-in-law and sister-in-law were members and considered them 
exemplary Christian women with a heart for others.  Shirley was initiated into Chapter W in 1964 and 
served only in the office of the treasurer, having to resign due to family illness and responsibilities.  
She remained a member of Chapter W until her death at age 98.   
 

Our sister, Shirley E. Weller,  entered Chapter Eternal on May 26, 2020.   
 

 
JUDITH LOUDERMILK 

CHAPTER AB, MADISON 
 

Judith Anne Ossmann Loudermilk was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey on 
October 4, 1938 and grew up in Irvington, New Jersey, where she 
graduated from Irvington High School.   She spent her freshman and 
sophomore years at Maryville College in Tennessee and, because she 
missed home, transferred to Drew University where she received her 
Bachelor Degree in Epidemiology.     
 
Later she attended Seton Hall University and Rutgers where she earned 
the following degrees:  MSW – Master in Social Work, MS in Botany, MS 
in Medical and Psychiatric Rehabilitation, Epidemiology and Labor and 
Management.   She was a certified psychotherapist, having studied at 
the New York Graduate School of Psychotherapy.    A woman of many 
talents and beauty, she worked as an Eileen Ford model. 

 
While attending Drew she worked at Goodwill where she met Joseph Loudermilk. They fell in love 
and married six weeks later in February, 1962.  Thus began their loving marriage of 58 years.   They 
had 2 children, Kyra Leigh and Kyle and 3 grandchildren who gave them much pleasure.  In 
September of 1982 they experienced a great tragedy when they lost Kyra in a car accident. She had 
just graduated from high school.  In many ways Judy never overcame this loss, but her love of her 
family gave her strength and she was always quick to celebrate the moments that make life so 
precious.     
 
For 17 years Judy was VP of Hospital Administration, and Director of Medical Psychiatric Social Work 
and Family Counseling at Irvington General Hospital which became part of the St. Barnabas hospital 
system before she retired.  Until recently she was called on for counseling help throughout the 
metropolitan area.  Her husband was Director of West Essex General Hospital in Livingston for many 
years.    
 
She had many interests in her life and her sisters were happy P.E.O. was among them.  Initiated into 
AB in March of 2008, she brought friends into P.E.O. often and served as president and recording 
secretary while also leading book programs.  She was a fabulous cook and AB was often a beneficiary 
of her skills.  One year she cooked most of the chicken for the main course at Reciprocity in her 
kitchen, ending her interest in chicken.   With all her activities, she always found time for P.E.O.  
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She was a certified Master Gardener, on the board of the Independent Thrift Shop in Madison, and 
very active in the Presbyterian Church of Chatham Township where she served as Elder and Deacon 
and led counseling and support groups. She also was instrumental in creating the Memorial Garden.  
She was a therapist for Healing Partners, a cancer support group, and helped start “A New Day”, a 
support group for widows.   Also involved with the Women’s Assn, for several years she was 
president.   
 
She was a kind, thoughtful, beautiful woman with exquisite posture and sense for style.  She was 
always interested in others and had an infectious smile and joyful laugh.   This continued, even 
though she suffered from cancer and other medical issues for many years.    Her sisters will miss her 
always.   She is survived by her husband and their son along with Grayson, Harry and Parker Leigh, 
their grandchildren.    
 
Our sister, Judy Loudermilk,  entered Chapter Eternal November 2, 2020.                 
 
 

BARBARA MELCHER 
CHAPTER AB, MADISON 

 
Barbara Mae Vollmoeller Melcher entered the world on April 28, 1935 
in Jamaica, Queens, New York with love in her soul and a song in her 
heart.    From the beginning, Barbara was not a spectator in life, but a 
participant.    She found abundant joy in her family and many friends all 
her life.   Her laugh was infectious and she laughed often. 
 
Immediately following Andrew Jackson High School graduation, she was 
employed by the Texaco Company and began commuting to the 
Chrysler Building in Manhattan.   She especially loved Rockefeller Center 
at Christmas time and was happy to be part of the Manhattan scene.  
Much later, when her children were school age, she was Secretary at 
Calvary Presbyterian Church in Florham Park.   Following that she was 

Executive Secretary at Drew University for university presidents, Paul Hardin and former Governor 
Thomas Kean before retiring.    
 
Having met through her best friend, Barbara and Ronald Melcher were married on October 1, 1955. 
They were lovingly married for 49 years until Ron’s death in 2004.   They moved from Long Island to 
Madison as their family grew and they wanted a good location to raise their children.    
 
She was the Gold Standard for a P.E.O.  Barbara had many interests and following her initiation into 
P.E.O.’s NJ Chapter AB in January of 1974, she spent many hours on behalf of our sisterhood.  She 
served as recording secretary, vice president and 2-time president of AB.  Following her husband’s 
death she realized there was a need for widows to gather so she founded The Marguerites Luncheon 
for AB sisters.  In later years it opened to all single sisters.  She was chairman of the 2004 New Jersey 
state convention, was a New Jersey delegate to International Convention in San Diego and attended 
the Convention of International Chapter in Vancouver and state convention every year possible.    
 
Barbara’s musical ability was limitless.   She enjoyed performing and often starred in local musicals 
such as “Guys and Dolls” and “Hello, Dolly”.  She was a member of the Florhamaires and, more 
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recently, the Songsters.   She had a beautiful soprano voice, played the piano masterfully, started and 
conducted the Chapter AB chorus and was a member of the choral and handbell choirs at Calvary 
where, in addition to her musical talents, she served several terms as elder and deacon.  She also 
loved time at the Jersey Shore, the New York Mets, Disney World and travelling in the USA and also in 
Bermuda and Europe with trips  to England, France, and Italy .   A cruise through the Baltics and a 
lobster-dominant one in New England were favorites.      
 
All this skims the surface of her love for others and her joy of life.   Her biggest joy was her family.  
She was a devoted wife, loving mother and very fun and caring grandmother. She is survived by her 
son Ronald and his wife Janet; her daughter, Debra Moore and husband Scott and her son William. 
She enjoyed an amazingly positive relationship with her grandchildren, Bethanie Melcher, and Trevor, 
Spencer and Rebecca Moore who also survive her and who are very thankful to have been part of her 
family.    Barbara is missed by all who knew her. 
 
Our sister, Barbara Melcher, entered Chapter Eternal November 25, 2020 
 

ARLENE BAKER 
CHAPTER AD, RIDGEWOOD 

 
Arlene. Baker was initiated into Chapter AD, Ridgewood on April 3, 2014. 
Alene enjoyed our meetings when she was still able to attend.  Born in 
Passaic, Arlene lived in Franklin Lakes 48 years before moving to Cedar Crest 
in Pompton Plains in 2016. Arlene was a lifelong educator, and enjoyed 
working for many years as a Learning Consultant within the Ramsey, New 
Jersey school district before retiring to enjoy her passions of the arts, music, 
travel, and entertaining family and friends. She was a member of the 
Advent Lutheran Church in Wyckoff.  
 
Her daughters Christine Baker and her husband Stephen McQuade and 
Pamela Baker and her husband Doug Friedman, now deceased, along with 
her 3 granddaughters will miss her. Arlene was predeceased by her husband 
Donald Baker in 2005.      All enjoyed her joy of life and knew there was 
always a special hat for her to wear! 

 
Our sister, Arlene Baker, entered Chapter Eternal July 23, 2020.  
 
 

BETTY THOMPSON 
CHAPTER AE, PRINCETON 

 
Betty was a remarkable woman whose strength instilled confidence in those 
who knew and loved her. Born June 26, 1929 in Glenville, West Virginia, she 
graduated from the University of Cincinnati’s School of Nursing in June 1951 
with a bachelor of science degree.  
 
In college she played the flute in the orchestra where she met fellow flute 
player, Robert Thompson. They went on to marry and spent 64 years together 
until his death in 2015. 
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Betty was an umpire and referee with the United States Tennis Association. In 1988 she received the 
Edwin Mellor Award for outstanding service and was honored upon her retirement in 2010 for her 32 
years of service to the USTA.   Betty was also a member of the Nassau Presbyterian Church, 
Princeton. 
In 2016 Betty was celebrated at State Convention as a 50 year member. She served Chapter AE as 
President from 1993 to 1995 and on many committees including as Chairman of Ways and Means, 
Bylaws and as Parliamentarian. 
 
P.E.O. was always near and dear to Betty’s heart.  She cherished the many relationships she 
developed and always valued the impact the educational projects had on those women benefiting 
from them.   
 
Betty is survived by her five children, Robert Thompson, Jr. and his wife Mary Beth, Sandra Pollock, 
Susan Kurtain and her husband Bill, Steven Thompson, Laurie Randow, her adopted daughter Kathy 
Cook and her husband Tom, her brother James Sander and her sister Nancy Royalty. She is survived 
by 16 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. 
 
Our sister, Betty Sander Thompson,  entered Chapter Eternal on April 21, 2020. 
   
  

PENNY EYNON 
CHAPTER AF, MOORESTOWN 

 
Penny Fykse Eynon was born July 26th, 1921, in Bangor, Maine. She 
attended Simmons College in Boston, Massachusetts where she met her 
first husband, Lewis Fykse. They were married in 1942. Before being 
parted, they were married for 54 years and had two children. 
 
Penny became a P.E.O. in April of 1964 when initiated into Chapter BQ/MI. 
There she served as Secretary and Vice President. She moved many times 
in her adult life transferring in 1974 to Chapter AL/NJ where she served as 
Chairman of the State Convention twice, as a Convention Page twice, and 
as President of AL 1977-1979.  
 

Penny retired to Medford Leas, New Jersey where she met and married James Eynon. She joined 
Chapter AF in 2003. Penny is remembered for her kindness and loving heart. She enjoyed people and 
loved entertaining. She had a keen mind and used it well—especially as a dynamite Bridge player. She 
is missed by many.  
 
Our sister, Penny Eynon, entered Chapter Eternal mere months shy of turning 100, on January 21, 
2021.  
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EILEEN DUNN 
CHAPTER AG, KINNELON 

 
Born in the Bronx, New York City, Eileen Dunn graduated from Sacred Heart 
High School in the Bronx and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education 
at Hunter College of the City of New York.  She later received a Master of 
Arts in Education from Montclair State University.  
 
In 1955, Eileen married Frank Dunn who had recently returned from service 
in the Korean War.  They lived in the Bronx, Westfield, New Jersey and 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania before settling in Mountain Lakes, New Jersey 
where they raised their two sons.  
 
A gifted educator, Eileen taught every grade level except K-1 and served as 

the Supervisor of Reading and Language Arts at the Wildwood School in Mountain Lakes.  A voracious 
reader, she was committed to imbuing children with a love of reading.  Even after retirement, she 
remained close to the Mountain Lakes teaching community and counted many teachers and former 
students as friends.   
 
Her volunteer activities were numerous and included working as a volunteer for Literacy for America 
in Newark, New Jersey and helping at the Dover Free Clinic.  An active member of St. Catherine’s 
Parish in Mountain Lakes, she had been a Eucharistic Minister and frequently served as a Reader for 
Sunday Liturgy.  AAUW  (American Association of University Women) was also a very big part of 
Eileen’s life.  She chaired the Scholarship Committee of the Mountain Lakes Branch of AAUW  for 
many years and played an important role in choosing the winners of the annual scholarships awarded 
to local women returning to complete their degrees. This year’s scholarship will be named in her 
honor.  
 
Over the years, her hobbies included golfing, tennis, travelling and bridge.  She also loved sharing her 
summer home In Barnegat Light, New Jersey with her family and her many, many good friends.  
Eileen served as a Guard and a Chaplain in Chapter AG and was always willing to volunteer her 
services during the annual fund raiser and on committees.  
 
Shirley is survived by a sister, one son, two daughters-in-law and four grandchildren. Her husband 
Frank died in 2016.  Her Sisters in AG will miss her quick wit and wonderful spirit.  
 
Our sister, Eileen Dunn, entered Chapter Eternal on November 29, 2020. 
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BEVERLY LINDSAY 
CHAPTER AH, COLTS NECK 

 
Beverly Lindsay was born in Alabama and moved to Red Bank, New Jersey as a 
teenager.  She obtained Bachelors and Masters degrees and was a passionate 
lifelong educator.  At the high school level, she taught Math, English and Basic 
Skills for over thirty years and organized the first Drug Task Force.  She was the 
ultimate gentle, patient, caring and well-prepared teacher.  There was nothing she 
wouldn’t do for her students and they loved her for that.  She always had their 
best interests at heart.   
 
Bev was active as an Advisor to the Youth Fellowship program in her local church 

where she was known as “Mom Lindsay.”  She also served on the Scholastic Assistance Committee.  
One of her favorite quotes was “Nothing you do for children is ever wasted.”  After retiring, Bev 
volunteered at a local food assistance organization and became a member of Chapter AH on April 16, 
2013. 
 
Bev and her husband Gordon raised two sons and were blessed with three grandchildren.  She loved 
sailing, skiing, gardening, playing bridge, dancing and spending time with her family. 
 
Our sister, Beverly Lindsay, entered Chapter Eternal on August 10, 2020. 
 
 

JANE PALMETER 
CHAPTER AI, METUCHEN 

 
Jane Palmeter was introduced to PEO by her cousin, Dorothy Buckley, Chapter 
I, New Brunswick, NJ and was initiated into that chapter in 1949.  In 1967 Jane 
became a founding member of Chapter AI, Metuchen and was the chapter’s 
first vice president. She also served as recording secretary, corresponding 
secretary, treasurer, and was the only Chapter AI member to have served 
twice as president. Jane also served on the State Finance Committee. She 
graciously opened her home for meetings and for PEO Bed and Breakfast for 
many years. She gave the gift of P.E.O. to daughters-in-law, Mary Jane 
Palmeter and Fran Palmeter and daughter, Wendy Hutcheson. 
 
Jane was a graduate of Bucknell University. She was in the Aircraft Warning 

Service and earned a solo pilot license during WWII.  Jane taught school in Hawaii where she met her 
husband, Saxon. They raised three children in Metuchen, New Jersey.  Jane has nine grandchildren 
and six great grandchildren. 
 
Jane was a member of First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen for 70 years. She was a member and 
served as president of the Presbyterian Women’s Association as well as numerous church 
committees. She played in the church’s hand bell choir and held monthly bible studies in her home. 
Jane enjoyed membership in the Metuchen Quiet Hour, a women’s literary club. She was an avid 
golfer and enjoyed baking and spending time with her family. 
 
Our sister, Jane Palmeter, entered Chapter Eternal on April 14, 2020.  
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ELEANOR YOUNG 
CHAPTER AJ, PITMAN 

 
Eleanor Tyson Young was born on July 8, 1938 in Woodbury New Jersey.  She 
graduated from Glassboro High School in 1956, and attended Glassboro State 
Teachers College and graduated in 1960.  She was a teacher in Red Bank and 
also tutored children in the Pitman school system.    
 
She married D. Russell Young Jr. in 1968 and had two children.  Eleanor loved 
her children, grandchildren, animals, knitting, and traveling.  She was initiated 
into PEO Chapter AJ in 1978.  She served on many committees and enjoyed 
hosting meetings at her home.  She was known for her delicious lemon 
squares.   

 
Our sister, Eleanor Young, entered Chapter Eternal on November 20, 2020. 
 
 

PATRICIA JOHNSON 
CHAPTER AK, EAST BRUNSWICK 

 
Patricia Lee Johnson, beloved sister of AK, was taken far too soon from us by 
an enemy that has taken more than 500,000 other members of our 
communities.  Tricia fell victim to Covid-19 and entered Chapter Eternal on 
April 19, 2020.  It was in Texas on May 16, 1966 that Tricia was born.  She 
graduated in 1986 from Cottey College and finished her education in 1989 at 
Southwest Texas State in San Marcos, Texas, earning an Elementary Teaching 
degree, specializing in reading. 
 
Tricia’s Cottey experience greatly enriched her life.  She served 8 years as 
Chapter AK’s chair of the Cottey committee and also served on the State 
Cottey Committee.  Tricia remained close friends with many Cottey 

acquaintances.  Every 2 years she and her Cottey friends gathered for a reunion, including 2016, 
when Tricia hosted the reunion in her favorite place—Eagle Harbor Michigan. 
 
Tricia was initiated into Chapter EL, Houston, Texas in 1985, joining her mother and 3 sisters who 
were also members of EL.  In the early 2000’s Tricia moved to New Jersey, where Chapter AK found 
her on an unaffiliate list and much to our benefit, she became an active member.  She served in 
several capacities in the chapter—as president 3 times, vice president—once, and recording secretary 
4 times.  She attended 7 state conventions as a delegate. 
 
Tricia worked in retail until various health issues restricted her to working from home.  Her last job 
was teaching Chinese children English virtually, a job which she enjoyed immensely.   
 
Tricia’s smile, laughter, and general upbeat personality will be missed by all who knew her.   There’s 
another P.E.O. star in the sky.  
 
Our sister, Patricia Johnson, entered Chapter Eternal April 19, 2020 
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ROSE ANN SEMANCHICK 
CHAPTER AL, TOMS RIVER 

 
Rose Ann (Virga) Semanchick was born in Newark, New Jersey on August 
12, 1945 and grew up in Bloomfield, New Jersey. She is the youngest of 
four children, her siblings being Joseph, Mary, and Philip.  She helped work 
Twin Food Store, the family grocery store that her mother and father, 
Sadie and James Virga, owned in Newark, New Jersey.  She graduated from 
Bloomfield High School, then attend Lyons Institute.  She married John 
Semanchick in 1966, who together raised three sons.   
 
Rose Ann spent most of her career with Community Medical Center/St. 
Barnabas Healthcare where she retired as a supervisor of patient accounts.  
She was a member of the Debora Hospital Foundation, where she was 

given the Chapter Superstar award for her outstanding time and effort.  She was President of Chapter 
AL, Toms River, P.E.O. Sisterhood.  She was a longtime member and Deacon of the Presbyterian 
Church of Toms River.  As a music lover, she was a member of the choir, and a participant and 
contributor for the Ocean Classic Concerts.  Her favorite being the Christmas concert held at the 
church.   
Always interested in home making including cooking, baking, sewing, knitting, planting and several 
other crafty endeavors.  Alongside her during each of these hobbies were her beloved cats and her 
dog.  She loved animals and treated them with the same reverence she had for people.   
 
Rose Ann is survived by her loving husband of 54 years, John Semanchick, and her children, Johnny; 
Stephen Semanchick and wife Karen, Vincent James Semanchick and wife Sharon, and Philip Michael 
Semanchick and wife Jennifer, and her Six grandchildren Jonathan, Rachel, Adam, Vincent, Leah, and 
Madelyn.  As a wife, mother, and grandmother, she fulfilled each roll with grace and strength that 
continues to thrive in the hearts of her family and her friends.   
 
Our sister, Rose Ann Semanchick, entered Chapter Eternal on August 29, 2020. 
 
 

BARBARA GILLESPIE 
CHAPTER AM, PENNINGTON 

 
Barbara Alice Lugenbill was born November 21, 1931 in Los Angeles, 
California.  She met her husband, Thomas W. Gillespie, at the Vermont 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles when she was 15; they were 
married seven years later after she graduated from Pepperdine College 
with a degree in education. The first year of their 58 year happy 
marriage was spent in Princeton, New Jersey where Tom finished his 
studies at Princeton Theological Seminary and Barbara taught school 
nearby. 
 
When Tom graduated from the Seminary, they returned to California 

and, as partners in life and ministry, they served two Presbyterian congregations and raised three 
children -- two daughters and a son.  Their family has expanded to include six grandchildren. The 
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family returned to Princeton in 1983 when Tom was called to be the fifth president of  the Princeton 
Theological Seminary.  
 
Barbara was initiated into PEO Chapter PW (CA) in1959; she joined Chapter AM (NJ) in 1985.  She 
held offices in Chapter AM  as Guard, Recording Secretary, and President (2010-2012). Barbara is 
remembered for her gracious hospitality.  She was energetic and creative, enjoying quilting and other 
needle arts, cooking, gardening, and travel.  
 
Barbara was a natural hostess--skills that were honed to perfection by almost 60 years as the wife of 
a minister and seminary president.  She put these skills to memorable use when she hosted--
at Springdale, the beautiful historic home of the Princeton Theological Seminary President--two 
different PEO President's Teas for her Chapter AM sisters Ann Moore and Dena Brisby when they 
became state presidents.       
 
Barbara was honored at the 2009 NJ State Convention as a 50 year Golden Girl. 
 
Our sister, Barbara Alice Gillespie, entered Chapter Eternal on November 23, 2020.  
 
 

ELIZABETH HENSLER 
CHAPTER AM, PENNINGTON 

 
Elizabeth C. Hensler  was born November 20th, 1923, in Wichita, Kansas, She 
attended public school in Wichita and during World War II, worked for TWA. 
There, she met her future husband, the late Joseph E. Hensler.  Beth joined 
her husband when in the air force and went with him to Japan when he was 
stationed there.  
 
They were married in Wichita, Kansas, May 18th, 1944, and had three 
children. They moved to Lawrenceville, New Jersey, where they raised the 
family, Beth was busy with community, school, church  and gardening  
projects.  She and her husband, Joe, took over the "Lawrenceville Hardware 
Store" in the year 1955 which they operated with their son, Joseph "Skip" 

Hensler, until the year 2000.  Beth was proud of her family and loved to talk about what they were 
doing or had done. Beth has five grandsons and two granddaughters, as well as nine great-
grandchildren. 
 
 Beth joined the local PEO Chapter AM in 1996 and held the office of a guard. Beth loved PEO, being 
part of our group was important to her.  Her sisters remember her as a gracious and cordial sister.  
Beth was proud of her family and loved to talk about what they were doing or had done. 
 
Our sister, Elizabeth Hensler, entered Chapter Eternal November 7, 2020 
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KATHLEEN BRUNETTE 

CHAPTER AN, CHERRY HILL 
 

Kathleen was deeply loved by her sisters of Chapter AN. She was initiated in 
March 2000 when she moved to Haddonfield and faithfully served as 
Corresponding Secretary and Chaplain. She was proud to be a member of 
P.E.O. and to share its educational goals with her sisters. According to 
Kathleen, our objects and aims inspired her to be a better person. 
 
Kathleen was born June 21, 1932 and lived in Gaines, Michigan. She 
graduated from Michigan State University and found employment in 
California, Hawaii, Georgia, and Pennsylvania. Travel and the Arts were just 

two of her strong interests as was volunteering. She was survived by her brother, Richard. 
 
Our sister, Kathleen Burnett, entered Chapter Eternal December 21, 2020. 
 
 

MARILYN BUCKO 
CHAPTER AN, CHERRY HILL 

 
Our dear sister, Marilyn, was born on December 1, 1947.  She grew up 
in Haddonfield, New Jersey and was a graduate of Haddonfield High 
School in 1966.  After graduation, she attended Beaver College and 
earned a degree in elementary education in 1970.  Marilyn went on to 
teach fourth grade in Barrington, New Jersey for 10 years.  She then 
shifted to a career in technology sales, working in Scranton selling 
computers with peripheral and optical scanners for twenty-two years.  
She married Richard on June 6, 1982 and raised Scott and Clark in 
Medford Lakes, New Jersey before moving in 1994 to Medford. 
 
Marilyn was a member of the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Cherry 
Hill, an active volunteer and supporter of pro-life cares, a dedicated 

member of Chapter AN in Cherry Hill, a good neighbor, and patriot, caring friend and sister to many, 
and a consummate hostess who loved her family dearly.  She died after her fifteen year battle with 
ovarian cancer and truly battled the odds.   
 
Our sister, Marilyn Bucko, entered Chapter Eternal July 14th 2020. 
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MARJORIE AMES 

CHAPTER AO, CHESTER 
 

Marge, as she is called by her sisters, grew up in Verona, New Jersey. 
Majoring in French and Spanish at Allegheny College, she put her degree 
to use working in foreign sales in New York City.   While working in New 
York City, she met her future husband Rick. They moved to Verona so 
they could help Marge’s mom take care of her husband. 
 
Marge was initiated into Chapter B, Montclair in 1954. Her mother and 
aunt were also members of Chapter B at that time. Marge and Rick 
watched their children and grandchildren grow up in Verona. Marge 
celebrated 50 years of PEO as a member of Chapter B. 
 
When the house got too big and lonely, they moved to Heath Village in 

Hackettstown. It was here that Marge transferred her membership to Chapter AO, Chester.    Marge 
served as Chapter B’s president three times and has held various other offices in both B and AO.    
Marge’s daughter, Suzanne Smith is a member of Chapter A-B. 
 
A highlight for Marge was attending her granddaughter Beth’s initiation into Chapter B just before 
the merge of Chapter A and Chapter B. During the ceremony Marge pinned the emblem on Beth. 
 
Our sister, Margorie Ames, entered Chapter Eternal July 23, 2020.  
 
 

JUDITH OSBORNE 
CHAPTER AQ, CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE 

 
Judy Osborne, a 48- year member of P.E.O., was born June 4, 1936. Initiated 
into Chapter AJ, Pitman, New Jersey, in 1972, Judy transferred her 
membership to Chapter AQ Cape May Court House, in 1982.  Judy was an 
active member of the chapter serving as President, Vice President, 
Corresponding Secretary, and Guard, as well as serving on various 
committees.  One special memory is Judy serving as Chaplain during the 
Ceremony of Initiation which she did beautifully for many years. 
 
Born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Judy always had an interest in 
art.  She attended West Maryland University where she received a BA degree 

in Art Education.  This is also where she met her future husband John ‘Jack’ Osborne, Jr.  Judy went 
on to teach in several school districts in Cape May County during the 1960’s and 1970’s. 
 
Judy worked as a furniture buyer and salesperson in the family business of Osborne’s Furniture and 
Bedding along-side her husband while raising 2 children Keenan and Cori.  In 1999 she retired to help 
care for her six grandchildren, taking them to various school activities and sporting events.  She was 
very proud of their academic and athletic accomplishments. 
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After many years Judy returned to her love of painting.  She took classes and entered local art shows 
where some of her paintings received awards.   In later years when Judy was unable to attend 
chapter meetings, she enjoyed cards, phone calls, and visits from her AQ sisters.  She was always 
interested in what was happening in P.E.O. 
 
Judy is survived by her son John K Osborne, III (Keenen) and wife Joan, daughter Cori Sides and 
husband Steve, and 6 grandchildren. 
 
Our sister, Judith Osborne, entered Chapter Eternal November 28, 2020.   
 
 

LAURA BARRETT 
CHAPTER AS, WESTFIELD 

 
Laura Pamela Barrett was born in Newark, New Jersey. She lived her 
early years in Maracaibo, Venezuela. She earned a Master’s degree in 
Library Science from Rutgers University in 1971. Her career was spent 
working at the libraries of the University of Medicine and Dentistry for 
the State of New Jersey.  
 
Laura was initiated into Chapter AS-Westfield in 2007. She served as 
Chair of the International Peace Scholarship for almost a decade. In her 
honor, over $11,000 was donated to IPS by friends and family. 
 

Following a long struggle with Parkinson’s, our sister, Laura Barrett, entered Chapter Eternal on June 
12, 2020.  
 

JAN GILLBERG 
CHAPTER AX, FLEMINGTON 

 
Janice N. Gillberg was born in Newark, New Jersey, April 22, 1952, 
daughter of the late Kenneth N. and Margaret Struss Norman.  Originally 
from Hillside, New Jersey, after moving to North Plainfield New Jersey, Jan 
graduated from North Plainfield High School in 1969. 
 
Jan is also a graduate of Newark State Teacher’s College (now Kean 
University) and was a devoted elementary teacher who loved children and 
loved teaching.  After graduation, Jan was married in 1974 and became a 
resident of North Plainfield.  In 1982, Jan and her family relocated to 
Flemington. 
 

Jan started her teaching career in the North Plainfield School System, and after taking time to raise 
her family, became a first-grade teacher in the Flemington-Raritan School District, retiring in 2013. 
 
Jan was always an active person, and was a member, Deacon and Elder of the Flemington 
Presbyterian Church, where she also taught Sunday School for over 30 years.  Jan was a former Girl 
Scout Leader and Cub Scout Den Mother, as well as a past President of the Hunterdon Central High 
School Band Parents Association.  She was also a member of the Parent-Teacher Organization. 
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After her retirement, she lived for her family; especially her grandchildren.  She and her husband of 
46 years, Jim, enjoyed the Jersey Shore and travelled the world with their best friends. 
 

Chapter AX sisters were very blessed to have Jan as a charter member.    She served in the chapter as 
Vice President, Chaplain and chairman of Cottey College.  Jan’s daughter, Kirsten Nast, is also a 
member of the Chapter AX. 
 

Loved by all who knew her, Jan will be remembered for her warm smile and compassionate spirit.  
Her Light lives on and she is dearly missed.   
 
Our sister, Janice N. Gillberg, entered Chapter Eternal November 3, 2020.  
 
 

 
 

She is Gone 
By  David Harkins 

 
You can shed tears that she is gone 

Or you can smile because she has lived 

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back 

Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left 

Your heart can be empty because you can't see her 

Or you can be full of the love that you shared 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday 

You can remember her and only that she is gone 

Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on 

You can cry and close your mind, 

be empty and turn your back 

Or you can do what she would want: 

smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 
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We Also Remember… 

 
Inactive Sisters who have entered Chapter Eternal 

 
Maud Werner   Chapter A-B  9/6/2020 

Theresa M. Wooster  Chapter E  9/17/2020 

Arax Sarajian   Chapter T  4/29/2020 

Marcia Carlisle   Chapter Y  10/18/2005 

Barbara Britton   Chapter AF  2/28/2020 

Kathryn Hoagland   Chapter AF  4/27/2020 

Emily J. Shaw   Chapter AF  7/26/2019 

Beverly Swales   Chapter AF  9/6/2020 

Anne W. Britton   Chapter AG  12/11/2020 

Carolyn Saltzbart   Chapter AH  4/8/2020 

Jeanne Linke   Chapter AL  11/25/2020 

Vicki Rosell    Chapter AQ  8/30/2020 

 


